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The exhibition “Michael Kenna. The Po River. Writings of Light”, hosted at Palazzo Pigorini,
features 70 of the 100 photographs included in the book The Po River (published by Corsiero
Editore), which brings together one of the most significant projects the renowned English
photographer has dedicated to Italy.

Created over a span of twelve years, from 2007 to 2019, the images trace the course of
Italy’s longest river from its Alpine source to its Adriatic mouth, crossing the landscapes of
the Po Valley. The project stems from a long-standing engagement with the territory and
from a relationship developed with the river itself and its surroundings.

The first photographs of the Po date back to 2007, when Kenna was invited to document the
Reggio Emilia area on the occasion of the major retrospective exhibition Images of the
Seventh Day, held in Reggio Emilia in 2010.

“How could one not be struck by the great Po River? It is powerful, beautiful, charismatic,
and possesses a singular, magnetic allure,” Kenna recalls. “Even during my first visits, |
hoped | would return one day. When | did, in 2017, | felt as though | was becoming
reacquainted with a dear, old, and wise friend.”

Kenna’s images arise from a careful observation of atmospheric conditions and from
exposure times that may be either very short or very long: mists, reflections on water, milky
skies, and softened horizons become visual matter.

Accompanying the exhibition is a 15-minute video interview, specially produced for this
project, which shows Michael Kenna during his shooting sessions along the Po and offers a
direct insight into the creative process behind the photographs.
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