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SYNTHETIC HORIZONS
New Geographies of Artificial Intelligence
Curated by Chiara Canali
With the support of the Italian Ministry of Culture (MiC) and SIAE, as part of the “Per Chi Crea” program

PARMA, CASA DEL SUONO

Piazzale Salvo D’Acquisto 11
April 18 to May 9, 2026
Reduced admission: €3

(for visitors holding a PARMA 360 FESTIVAL ticket)

Public workshop program

IL PUNTO - CREATIVE HUB
Piazza Garibaldi, Parma

May 16, 23, 30, 2026
Free admission upon reservation

On the occasion of the 10th edition of the PARMA 360 Festival of Contemporary Creativity, the Casa del Suono in
Parma will host, from April 18 to May 9, 2026, the exhibition SYNTHETIC HORIZONS. New Geographies of
Artificial Intelligence, an exploration of new forms of imagination in the age of artificial intelligence (Al).

Curated by Chiara Canali, the exhibition brings together six artists under 35 who use Al not merely as a generative
technology, but as a cognitive, poetic, and critical lens through which to question concepts such as authorship,
memory, the body, and the future.

In the midst of the algorithmic transition, images, sounds, and narratives are produced by models that imitate,
distort, and reinvent reality. SYNTHETIC HORIZONS explores this unstable threshold between simulation and
creation, between control and drift, outlining a new perceptual landscape in which the language of the machine
becomes both aesthetic material and existential metaphor.

The works on display—ranging from video and immersive installations to data sculptures and transmedia
narratives—reveal a generation that engages with artificial intelligence as a space of possibility, but also as a
terrain of crisis, where Al is an unsettling presence, a mirror and a counterpoint: capable of generating worlds, but
also of evoking their ghosts.

The exhibition features works by:

HARIEL (Pietro Lafiandra, 1994; Flavio Pizzorno, 1992; Andrea Rossini, 1987) with THE PORN@GRAPHIR, an
Al-generated film that challenges the traditional cinematic image and marks a historical threshold between cinema
and code.

Andrea Crespi (1992) with The Artist, a reflection on identity in the post-digital era and on the non-neutral
relationship between humans and artificial intelligence. The work combines different levels of mediation—from
digital to analog, up to the Al animation of its virtual version—creating a fluid self-portrait that moves between
presence and absence, between human and artificial.

Ex.favilla (1995) with Le figure del ricordo, an investigation into the relationship between nostalgia, reminiscence,
and algorithmic memory.

Manuel Macadamia (1997) with Sunset Al World, an expanded narrative universe in which a synchronic
intelligence }«{ redefines time as a circular and collective flow. In the Sala Bianca, five already released episodes
(2030, 2037, 2059, 2084, and 2121) are presented, along with an introduction to the new episode 2066 “The
Alphabet” (introducing the synchronics, including }«{).
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Svecey (1997) with Il cavaliere, an algorithmic elegy that evokes the twilight of the human through the interactive
language of the machine, allowing visitors to generate images in real time, as if conjured directly by the knight.
Vandalo Ruins (1998) with Tutti i Re in Ascolto, a Dark Tales production that adapts the expanded literature
experience—developed from the artist’s own texts—to the writing of Italo Calvino, Un re in ascolto. The installation
presents a guided reading of segments from the original text by visitors, whose voices are recorded, fragmented,
and orchestrated into a polyphonic chorus that grows throughout the duration of the exhibition.

SYNTHETIC HORIZONS. New Geographies of Artificial Intelligence fits within the 2026 festival theme, LUX,
expanding its meaning: if light is a universal language and a living matter, digital light—made of pixels, data, and
algorithms—becomes here a new perceptual horizon, a territory where the human and the artificial meet, blur, and
redefine each other.

Supported by MiC and SIAE as part of the “Per Chi Crea” program, the project reveals a generation of artists for
whom artificial intelligence represents both possibility and unease.

SYNTHETIC HORIZONS is the pilot project anticipating the launch, scheduled for May 2026, of the Call for Al
Artists: Al Horizons. Art Beyond Algorithms, part of Parma European Youth Capital 2027.

The call invites artists, creators, and students under 35 to develop artworks, exhibition projects, and cultural content
generated with the support of artificial intelligence tools, including a brief description of the techniques and
algorithms used (e.g., Al tools, models, workflows, etc.).

Al Horizons will include screenings, conferences, and free workshops, fostering an open dialogue between artists,
researchers, and the public on the future of artistic, visual, and audiovisual language.

As part of the city’s preparation for its path toward European Youth Capital 2027, IL PUNTO - Creative Hub, in
Piazza Garibaldi, Parma, will host a public program of workshops and talks led by the artists of SYNTHETIC
HORIZONS, focusing on Al-mediated creativity, according to the following schedule:
e May 16, 5:00 PM: A/ Generated Cinema — Workshop led by HARIEL exploring audiovisual generation
through artificial intelligence.
o May 23, 5:00 PM: Dataset-driven Art — Workshop led by Vandalo Ruins on the creative use of generative
code and Al as a new living canvas for storytelling and distribution.
o May 30, 5:00 PM: Al Storytelling Lab — Theoretical and practical workshop led by Manuel Macadamia on
the creation of Al-assisted transmedia narratives.
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